STALEMATE  ON THE MADRID  FRONT
provided the information they thought they had covered
themselves In the event of any accidental betrayal.
The three of them were arrested an hour after the dis-
covery In the cemetery. A few slips in code containing
military information were found. One of them only,
however, was In the handwriting of the young man whose
activities had first aroused suspicions. The young girl,
evidently the main mover in the plot, refused Indignantly
to betray for any consideration \\ho were her other
assistants After a court martial they v, ere al three shot.
An attempt was made for a little whJe to transmit false
news to the Reds so they might believe nothing had been
found out, but it soon became apparent that the Reds
paid no attention to the messages It was evident, there-
fore, that either there was a secret password prefixed to
every message, or else the undetected members of the
organisation had managed to get a warning through to
their headquarters.
At Bnhuega, when the Nationalist troops entered the
town in March, they found a very similar plan to send
news to the Reds? who were even then preparing the
series of formidable counter-attacks which were to hold
up for so long the attack on the sectors east of Madrid.
By this time expert wireless engineers with each army
were entrusted with the task of detecting illicit trans-
mission. They found that somebody was talking In code
to the Reds from a small village just outside Brihuega?
but a close search failed to reveal anything that looked at
all suspicious. A chance remark by a child, "I must take
a sausage to teacher/5 disclosed the secret. It was known
that the woman schoolmistress was a Red, and as she was
missing it was thought she had gone away The child
was therefore questioned and, bursting into tearss he
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